Dear Padre,

TV’s “The Chosen” portrays St. Peter as married.
What does the Catholic Church say about this?

Scripture gives evidence about earliest Church practice
when it says bishops, presbyters (priests), and deacons
should be “married only once” (see 1 Timothy 3:2, 12).
That means some of them must have been married!
Still, the discipline of celibacy for the sake of the
kingdom was encouraged from apostolic times as a way
to follow the example of Christ. In the 300s, decrees
concerning celibacy of the clergy indicate it was becoming the norm.

Peter is the most frequently mentioned disciple of Jesus in all four Gospels. This Galilean fisherman—
introduced to Jesus by his brother, Andrew (see John 1:40-42)—became a spokesman and figure of central
importance among the other Apostles.

Of the Twelve, some, like Peter, were married. His wife was from Capernaum and their family household
may have included his in-laws. According to Scripture, “Jesus entered the house of Peter and saw his
mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. He touched her hand, the fever left her, and she rose and waited on
him” (Matthew 8:14-15; see also Mark 1:30-31 and Luke 4:38-39). Moreover, Jesus—who may never have
owned a home of his own—made the house of Peter his headquarters when he ministered in Capernaum
(see Matthew 4:12-13). This house of Peter and his family was venerated by early Christians. Today, the
Church of St. Peter’s House sits over the original dwelling. ®
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A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

Let us ask ourselves, it will help us: do we want to be
appreciated and gratified by what we say and what we do,
or rather to be of service to God and neighbor, especially
the weakest? Let us watch out for falsehood of the heart,

for hypocrisy which is a dangerous illness of the soul!
Ny ANGELUS, ROME, NOVEMBER 7, 2021
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Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)

c o M M u N ' T v 1 Kings 17:10-16 / Hebrews 9:24-28 / Mark 12:38-44 or 12:41-44
All Will Be Well &

FR.JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

[Jesus said,] “Amen, | say to you, this
poor widow put in more than all the
other contributors to the treasury.”
any years ago, | spent a MARK 12:43
summer in rural Mississippi
living and sharing life with
the folks of that area. Annie lived on a
hillside in the “hollers” of that part of
the country. In many ways, she reminded
me of Granny from TV’s The Beverly
Hillbillies. Annie was thin and wiry,
wore bib overalls, climbed barbed wire
fences, swore like a trooper, and raised a
henhouse of chickens in her backyard.

| once asked her what she did with all
the eggs she gathered, whether she sold
them to make a little money for a rainy
day. She said to me, “Lord, no. | give them
away, and then when | need something,
they give to me. That’s the way we live."
Her generosity embarrassed me, for she
lived with trust like the widows in today’s
two Scripture readings, giving from their
want and their need and finding God
taking care of them.

When our day is stretched beyond the
time we need, and we choose to share what
little time we have with someone who
needs our help, somehow our day works
itself out. When someone comes in need
of love, and we sense we have not even
enough to care for ourselves, but still we
reach out, we find there is enough love
for them and for us. Whenever we give from
our want, it always seems God is present
amid the trust that all will be well. ®

Reflect
Have you ever shared with others,
only to find yourself enriched?
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St. James Parish Family November 16th & 17th 2024 What’s on the Calendar???
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WEBSITE: _ ) . A BIG THANK YOU TO THE ACA FOR 2025. Perpetual care is a one time only fee, however, envelopes for
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