Dear Padre,

I recently lost my husband of sixty years. |
prayed for him through his four-year illness.
Since he has died, | cannot pray. Any advice
for me?

My heartfelt condolences on your profound loss. When
someone we love dies, a part of us dies too. Sometimes, the
trauma is so severe that it can even affect our relationship
with God.

Psychiatrist Elisabeth Kibler-Ross identified five stages of
grief. In the denial stage, some people can’t accept the reality of the death. |t becomes too much to handle. In
the anger stage, some may question their belief in God—especially if their prayer requests (such as, “Please God, ,anua’y 4’ 2026
if you heal my loved one, | will...”) weren’t successful in the bargaining stage. People in the depression stage

feel overwhelmed by the reality of the loss and may not always feel like connecting with others—even with God
in prayer. However, in the acceptance stage, emotions stabilize, and a person comes to terms with their new
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reality. Nothing makes up for the absence of a loved one, but people manage to cope and live on. EFOR THE WEEK
It’s because you loved so deeply that the loss feels so deep. God accepts you completely; God understands .
e [ . Mon: 8:00 AM (St. Joachim)
how you feel. He wants you to be at peace and live life fully. Our compassionate God yearns to help console you Monday, Jan 5th
and offer assistance in your healing process until you can embrace him again in prayer. ® @ St. Joachim

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org Tues: 8:15 AM (St James)
Tuesday, Jan 6th:
Wed: 8:15 AM (St. Joachim) George

Lalumondiere

A WORD FROM POPE LEO X1V Do you have a question for the Padre?

Let us resolve to bring [God’s] love everywhere, Go to DearPadre.org to send your question
never forgetting that each of our sisters and
brothers is a dwelling place of God and that his

and to learn more about Dear Padre.

Thurs: 8:00 AM (St. James)
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ARCHDIOCESE
OF ST. LOUIS

Interested in Becoming Catholic? (OCIA:
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)

During this Christmas Season, the Catechumens
and Candidates are eagerly awaiting the coming

Archbishop Mitchell T. Rozanski’s Intention

January 2026

We pray in thanksgiving for the gift of Catholic
faith in the Archdiocese of St. Louis over the past
200 years. May we honor the legacy of those who
came before us by living with renewed joy, hope,
and commitment to the Gospel.

of Jesus in Baptism and the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Confirmation. Please pray for
Catechumens: Keith Blankman, Joey Thebeau,
Judy Vance, Caitlyn Gibson, Anthony, Lilly
Pashia and family, Jerry Randall, Chris McCoy

and Inquirer, Jerry Goza.

If you or anyone you know is interested in
becoming Catholic, in being fully received, or in
receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, contact
the parish office, or call coordinator, Joyce
Politte 636-328-1343. All are welcome.

you ave the giver of all that is good.

We give you thanks for 200 years of faith, grace,
and mission in the Archdiocese of St. Louis.

As we celebrate this bicentennial, we remember with
gratitude and thankfulness, all those who have
helped to build the Church here: clergy, religious,
and lay faithful.

Strengthen us in our resolve to carry forward their
legacy with love and courage.

Through the intercession of Saint Louis, our patron
and king, Saint Vincent de Paul, and Saint Rose
Philippine Duchesne, give to us hearts rooted in
justice, holiness, and charity.

May we continue to be a beacon of the Gospel
in our time, faithful to Christ and alive in the Spirit.

Bless our archdiocese with unity, renewal, and
vocations as we journey into the future.

Saint Lowis, pray for us.
Saint Vincent de Paul, pray for us.
Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne, pray for us.

All are invited!
Old Mines KC Chicken
& Beef Dinner- Jan. 4th
We start serving at
10:30 a.m. until we are
sold out. Everyone one
is welcome to come out
and enjoy a good home
cooked meal. It is $15 a
plate with two sides and
a dessert and drink
included. Drive thru and
carry out is available.

COMING SOON!
New Online Giving
Portal

We will be switching
our online giving
platform effective
February 1, 2026. This
move will allow us to
save money for our
parish in fees paid for
the online giving
services. Be looking for
the new link soon!

Bulletin
Advertising

We are now
accepting
advertisers for
the back of our
bulletin. The cost
is $180 per year.
This will help
offset the cost of
paper & ink for
the bulletin. Our
goal is to get 10
advertisers.
Please call or
email the office
for more details.
If you are
interested, all we
need is a business
card to get you
added onto the
back. Help us
spread the word!

Thank Youl!

Parish Calendar

Jan 6: Ladies Sodality meeting 5:30pm
Jan 7: PSR classes resume

Jan 9: Clarity House at 6pm

Jan 12: St. Vincent de Paul 6pm

Jan 12: Men's Faith Sharing Group 6:30pm
Jan 13: Eucharistic Adoration 9am-4:45pm
Jan 13: Parish Council Meeting 5:30pm
Jan 13: KC Men's Meeting 6:30pm

Jan 14: Parish Office closed for meeting

Jan 17: Food Pantry Distribution Day

THE COUNCIL’S CORNER

We want to wish all our parishioners a Happy New Year!
Our next meeting is January 13 @ 5:30pm.

*IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS,
FEEL FREE TO
CONTACT ERIC AUBUCHON
@ 314-605-6268*

St. James PSR NEWS

Just a reminder that classes resume on January 7.

From Dr. Melissa Cordia

Ladies Sodality

We would like to welcome new members to
join our Ladies Sodality. Our next meeting is
on January 6th from 5:30pm-6:30pm in the
Parish Hall. Please consider joining us!

Thank You!
Fr. Tony would like to thank all those who gave
him Christmas cards and gifts. May God bless all
our parishioners!
May you have a great
Christmas Season and
a Blessed and Happy
New Year!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
St. James Food Pantry provided food for 183 families (504
individuals) on Saturday, December 20th. Thanks to all our
packers and those who helped on Saturday with the distribution.
Many thanks to our generous church family!

"Let us love God, my sisters and brothers, Let us love God. But let
it be with the strength of our arms and the sweat of our brow."
St. Vincent de Paul

St. Vincent de Paul collection:
Canned meat, canned chili w/meat,
spaghettios w/ meat, canned stew, tuna

Stained Glass Window Fundraising Update

We wanted to give you an update on the progress of
our goal to fund the repairs for the stained glass
windows. As of Dec. 23, 2025 we are at 44% of
reaching our goal. We are still accepting donations
and encourage you to help us fully fund these repairs.
No amount is too small. With everyone's help and
generosity, we can achieve our goal! Thank you to
everyone who has already contributed and continue to
contribute. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

Trip#2650
Oct. 4-12, 2026

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje

With Spiritual Director:

Fr. Rodger Fleming

Sean the OR | [ Pi|grima?e coordinator:

code tosee | § JillKullman

the itinerary R TOTALLY
\ PILGRIMAGES

For more information, contact our office;
or contact Jill at (816) 853-6937, and
Jillkullman@hotmail.com

and register!

www.MEDJ1.com

0 info@.MEDJl.com Price: 3,295 based on double occupancy.

Included: Air Fare, Checked Bag [l?,Trunsportation,

® (630) 279 - 8424

Lodging, Tips, and 2 Meals Daily




Celebrate
200 Years of
Faith with the
Archdiocese ARCHpIOCESE

of St. Louis!

In 2026, we joyfully commemorate the
200th anniversary of the founding of our
diocese in 1826.This once-in-a-generation
Bicentennial Jubilee invites us to rejoice in
the light of Christ and renew our shared
mission as Catholics in eastern Missouri.

Throughout the year, the faithful are
invited to take part in prayer, storytelling,
acts of service, and special archdiocesan
initiatives rooted in the spiritual legacy
of our three patron saints:

St. Louis, King of France
faithful leadership and justice

St. Rose Philippine Duchesne
missionary prayer and perseverance

St. Vincent de Paul
compassion and care for the poor

Please Share those moments! Tag your photos and stories
Your Jubilee with #ArchSTL200 and let’s illuminate the joy
Moments!

As you celebrate, we'd love to see and share

of our Catholic faith across the Archdiocese.

ArchSTL200.0org

ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS Office of the ArChbiShOp
Cardinal Rigali Center

20 Archbishop May Drive

St. Louis, Missouri 63119

p) 314.792.7841

f) 314.792.7842

www.archstl.org

January 1, 2026
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

With deep gratitude to God, I joyfully announce the official opening of the Bicentennial Jubilee Year of the
Archdiocese of St. Louis. On this Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, we begin a sacred year of
reflection, celebration, and renewal as we journey toward the two hundredth anniversary of our diocese on
July 18, 2026.

Our Catholic roots in this region run deep, reaching back more than 350 years to the ecarliest missionary
encounters in the Mississippi Valley. In 1764, the first Mass was offered in the settlement of St. Louis on the
site where the Old Cathedral now stands. In 1818, Bishop DuBourg chose St. Louis as the episcopal seat of the
growing frontier Church. In 1826, Pope Leo XII established the Diocese of St. Louis and entrusted Bishop
Joseph Rosati with a vast mission territory that extended from the Louisiana border to the Rocky Mountains.

We are heirs to this missionary legacy. Our parishes, schools, charitable ministries, religious communities, and
lay leaders all bear witness to the enduring light of Christ passed down through generations. Now, in our own
time, we are called to carry that light forward with courage, joy, and faith.

This Jubilee Year invites us to honor the past, celebrate the present, and commit ourselves anew to the mission of
Christ. Special initiatives, moments of prayer, pilgrimages, and parish celebrations throughout the year will help
deepen our communion, renew our missionary zeal, and strengthen the bonds that unite us as one Church.

In honor of this historic milestone, the Holy See, through the Apostolic Penitentiary, has graciously granted a
plenary indulgence, under the usual conditions, to the truly penitent and devout Christian faithful. This
indulgence, available through July 26, 2026, is a beautiful gift of God’s mercy, inviting us to deeper conversion
and renewed holiness. To receive this grace, the faithful may visit several sacred sites I have designated as
pilgrimage locations:

All Saints Parish St. Charles Borromeo Parish

Basilica of St. Louis, King of France St. Francis Borgia Parish

Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis St. Ferdinand Parish and the Old St. Ferdinand Shrine
Most Holy Trinity Church (St. Josephine Bakhita Parish) St. Joachim Parish (Old Mines)

Shrine of St. Rose Philippine Duchesne Chapel of St. Vincent de Paul (Cardinal Rigali Center)
St. Alphonsus Parish (Millwood) St. Vincent de Paul Parish (Perryville)
St. Cecilia Parish Ste. Genevieve Parish (Ste. Genevieve)

Please visit www.ArchSTL200.o0rg to learn more about these sites, the conditions for receiving the indulgence,
and the special provisions for the sick and homebound.




