Dear Padre,

Why do Catholics believe they are the only true Church?

Roman Catholics believe our Church has historical continuity with St. Peter
and the apostles who were present on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy
Spirit gave birth to the Church. Catholics believe the work begun by Peter and
the other apostles continued under men they appointed and on whom they
laid hands—giving them apostolic authority to carry their work into the next
generation. Apostolic authority, understood by Catholics to be historical and
traceable, is a mark of authenticity and continuity of the Church. For Catholics,
this essential mark of the Church is missing if a Christian community rejects
apostolic authority and Peter’s leadership of the other apostles—carried on by
their successors in the persons of bishops and popes—over the last 2,000 years.

Nevertheless, “numerous elements of sanctification and truth” are present in separated Churches and ecclesial
communities, and “the Spirit of Christ has not refrained from using them as instruments of salvation” (Responses to
Some Questions Regarding Certain Aspects of the Doctrine on the Church, by the Vatican Offices of the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith, 2007).

Dialogue with other Christians continues, and we hope the love and respect we have for one another can grow
over time. While our Church leaders have the role of conserving the faith we have received, all Christians should
remember that the Law of Love must prevail. If we violate that principle, we fail to comprehend an essential truth of

our faith. @
DearPadre.org

From Catholic and Cornered: Answers to Common Questions About Your Faith (Liguori Publications, 2011)
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The Jesus Question

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS
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ver the years I've asked many people what they believe about Jesus and who he is for them. I've

always nudged them away from the expected answer simply because | was interested in who he was

for them down deep in their spirits. It's been a whole wheelbarrow full of answers, yes it has, a full and
varied garden.

Some said they thought he was a very good human being, though they hedged when | asked if they thought he was
also of God. Others thought he was a prophet, though they also backed away from anything that hinted of the divine.
For some, Jesus was God dressed in human skin, as if he were simply playing at being human. Some labeled him a
reformer and others a teacher. None of them dismissed Jesus as irrelevant or a remnant of the past. And for many,
Jesus is the truth professed by Peter, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” He Reflect
is the Word made flesh, the wisdom of God among us, the one who lives. Who do you say

In one way or another all of us must answer the question Jesus asks of his disciples Jesus is and how
in today’s Gospel: “Who do you say that | am?” The question is just as relevant today does your answer
as it was when Jesus asked it. For some, their yes is without doubt. For others, it is a \ make a difference
questioning journey of coming to faith. All of us are faced with that question: Who is in your life?
Jesus for us today in the way we live our life? @
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do you say that | am?”

MATTHEW 16:15
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